Daniel 3

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego





Day 1: Nebuchadnezzar sets up the huge gold image

	verses
	Summary of the Internal Sense

	1-2
	“Babylon” was minded to depart from the worship of the Lord to the worship of another god, which is the “statue of gold set up by Nebuchadnezzar.”


AC 1326.  In proportion as anything from the love of self, or from man’s proprium, is introduced into worship, in the same proportion internal worship departs, that is, it comes to pass that there is no internal worship. Internal worship consists in the affection of good and the acknowledgment of truth; and in proportion as the love of self, that is, in proportion as man’s proprium, makes its approach or enters in, the affection of good and the acknowledgment of truth depart or go out. The holy can never be with the profane, just as heaven cannot be with hell, but the one must take its departure from the other. Such is the state and order in the Lord’s kingdom. This is the reason why there is no internal worship among such men as those whose worship is called “Babel,” but only a kind of dead thing, and in fact one inwardly cadaverous, that is worshiped. From this it is evident what must be the quality of the external worship that contains such an internal within it... The image of gold that Nebuchadnezzar King of Babylon set up, and which they worshiped, was nothing else.
TCR 508  Afterward, when I drew nearer [to the temple], I saw this inscription above the door, Nunc Licet—Now it is permitted—which signified that it is now permitted to enter with understanding into the mysteries of faith. From seeing this inscription it came into my thought that it is exceedingly dangerous to enter with the understanding into dogmas of faith that are concocted out of self-intelligence, and therefore out of falsities, and still more so to confirm them from the Word. By this means the understanding is closed above, and gradually below as well, to such a degree that theology is not only despised but also obliterated from the mind, as writing on paper is by worms, or the wool of a garment by moths. Then the understanding abides only in political matters, which have regard to man’s life under the government where he is, and in the civil matters pertaining to his employment, and in the domestic affairs of his own house. And in all these things he constantly kisses nature, and owing to the allurements of her pleasures, loves her as an idolater loves the golden image in his bosom.

CL 3.  After this the sixth company, which was the second from the southern quarter, lifted up their voice and said, “The joy of heaven and its eternal happiness are none other than the perpetual glorification of God, a solemn festival continuing to eternity, and most blessed worship, with songs and jubilee; and thus a constant uplifting of the heart to God, with full trust in His acceptance of prayers and praises for the Divine bounty of their beatitude.”
     
Some of this company added that this glorification would be attended with magnificent illuminations and most fragrant incense, and with processions of great pomp, a chief pontiff with a great sound of the trumpet going before, primates and key-bearers great and small following him, and after them men carrying palms and women with golden images in their hands.

LJ 54. What is meant by Babylon, and what its quality is. By Babylon are meant all who wish to have dominion by religion. To have dominion by religion, is to have dominion over men’s souls, thus over their very spiritual life, and to use the Divine things, which are in their religion, as the means. All those who have dominion for an end, and religion for the means are in general Babylon. They are called Babylon because such dominion began in ancient times, but it was destroyed in its beginning. Its commencement is described by the city and the tower, the head of which was to be in heaven; and its destruction, by the confusion of lips, whence its name Babel was derived (Gen. 11:1-9). What the particulars there related mean in the internal or spiritual sense of the Word, may be seen explained in the Arcana Coelestia (n. 1283-1328). Moreover that this dominion began and was instituted in Babel, appears in Daniel, where it is said of Nebuchadnezzar, that he set up an image which all were to adore (chap. 3).

Questions
1. From AC 1326 we can see that it is the love of self and the proprium that set up what is represented by the golden image to be worshiped.  Does it therefore follow that our proprium, or love of self, can be like Nebuchadnezzar in our lives?

2. From reading the next two passages, TCR 508 and CL 3, what kind of golden images might we find in our lives and thoughts, and also in the world around us?

3. Is it possible to keep such golden images from entering our life?

4. From L J 54 and the readings for Daniel 1, especially in Prophets and Psalms, we can see how subtle Babylon, and of course our proprium, can be in establishing itself. By this chapter the true nature of Babylon is showing itself. In what ways can we see Babylon in our lives and in the world?

Day 2: The command is given to worship the golden image

	3-7
	All such agreed together, threatening all that they would otherwise be cast into hell.


AE 232:11-14.  Musical instruments and also dances signify varieties of joy and gladness that spring from the affections, as well as the affections themselves of the mind which their sounds excite, both singly and in combination…. As most things in the Word have also a contrary meaning, so do musical instruments. In this sense they signify varieties of gladness and joy that spring from the affections of falsity and evil; thus the "harp" signifies the confession of falsity and the consequent exultation over the destruction of truth. As in Isaiah…
     Woe to them who rise early in the morning that they may follow strong drink; to them who tarry until twilight till the wine inflame them. And the harp and the psaltery and the timbrel and the pipe and wine are at their feasts; but they do not look upon the work of Jehovah, and they do not see the working of His hands (Isa. 5:11-12).

Here “harp,” “psaltery,” “timbrel,” “pipe,” and also “wine,” have the contrary meaning, in which they signify exultation and boastings from the falsities of evil. Such is evidently the meaning, for it is said, “Woe to them; they do not look upon the work of Jehovah, and they do not see the working of His hands.”
AR 792. [Rev 18] Verse 22. And the voice of harpers and musicians, and flute players and trumpeters, shall not be heard in thee anymore, signifies that there will not be with them any affection of spiritual truth and good, nor any affection of celestial truth and good. By “voice” is meant sound, and every sound corresponds to any affection which is of love, since it arises from it. From this it is that the sounds of the harp, of music, and of the pipe, from correspondence, signify affections…. 
     [2] It is here meant that they who are in the evils and falsities of the Roman Catholic religious persuasion [represented by Babylon] have no affections of spiritual truth and good, nor any affections of celestial truth and good, because it is said that “the voice of harpers and of musicians and of flute players and trumpeters shall not be heard in thee anymore.” The reason that they do not have [the affections of good and truth] is because they cannot be given with them, for they do not have any truth from the Word, and because they have no truth, neither do they have any good. Good is given to those only who desire truths. But no others desire truths from spiritual affection except those who go to the Lord. These, according to this desire of theirs, are instructed by the angels after death, and receive truths. The external affections in which they are while they are hearing masses, and in other devotions, which are without truths from the Lord through the Word, are merely natural, sensual, and corporeal. And as they are such, and are without internals from the Lord, it is not surprising that in this thick darkness and blindness they are carried away to the worship of living and dead men, and to sacrifices to demons, who are called plutos, to make expiation for their souls.

AC 8002  This good is called “natural good,” because it is hereditary from birth…. [2] This good is utterly different from the good of the church, for by means of the good of the church conscience is formed in man, which is the plane into which the angels flow, and through which there is fellowship with them; whereas by natural good no plane for the angels can be formed. They who are in this good do good in the dark from blind instinct, not in the light of truth by virtue of influx from heaven. And therefore in the other life they are carried away, like chaff by the wind, by everyone, as much by an evil man as by a good one, and more by an evil one who knows how to join to reasonings something of affection and persuasion. Nor can they then be withdrawn by the angels, for the angels operate through the truths and goods of faith, and flow into the plane which has been formed within the man from the truths and goods of faith. From all this it is evident that those who do what is good from mere natural disposition cannot be consociated with the angels.

Questions

In this section of Daniel 3 we see how easy it can be to get carried away by merely external affections and persuasions, represented by the musical instruments being played when they were to bow down to the golden image.

1. What kind of affections and persuasions might these instruments be in our lives and in the world around us? (One of the names of the instruments actually comes from the verb to hiss.)

2. In Revelation 18:22 it indicates that music would no longer be heard in Babylon, but the instruments listed in Revelation 18 are different than those in Daniel 3, and the affections represented by these instruments are quite different. What kind of affections might these instruments represent?  

3. How can we recognize the difference between the persuasive music in Daniel 3 which is from Babylon, from the spiritual music which is taken away from Babylon in Revelation 18? Obviously this is referring to our affections and what arouses or inspires them, and not different bands and orchestras, although there may at times be a correspondence of sorts.  

4. What is it we must do if we are going to resist the bad music and listen to the good?

Day 3: Chaldeans report Shadrach, Meshach & Abednego

	8-12
	Those rulers who worshipped the Lord did not obey.


AE 195:2  But as few know what it is to live a moral life from a spiritual origin, and what it is to apply the knowledges of truth and good from the Word to the uses of their life, it shall be told. Man lives a moral life from a spiritual origin when he lives it from religion; that is, when he thinks, when anything evil, insincere, or unjust presents itself, that this must not be done because it is contrary to the Divine laws. When one abstains from doing such things in deference to Divine laws he acquires for himself spiritual life, and his moral life is then from the spiritual. For by such thoughts and faith man communicates with the angels of heaven, and by communication with heaven his internal spiritual man is opened, the mind of which is a higher mind, such as the angels of heaven have, and he is thereby imbued with heavenly intelligence and wisdom. 
From this it can be seen that to live a moral life from a spiritual origin is to live from religion, and within the church, to live from the Word. For those who live a moral life from religion and from the Word are elevated above their natural man, thus above what is their own [proprium], and are led by the Lord through heaven. Consequently they have faith, the fear of God, and conscience, and also the spiritual affection of truth, which is the affection of the knowledges of truth and good from the Word, for to such men these are Divine laws, according to which they live. Many of the heathen live such a moral life, for they think that evil must not be done because it is contrary to their religion. This is why so many of them are saved.

NJHD 130. CONSCIENCE

Conscience is formed with man from the religious principle in which he is, according to its reception inwardly in himself.

NJHD 131. Conscience, with the man of the church, is formed by the truths of faith from the Word, or from doctrine out of the Word, according to their reception in the heart. For when man knows the truths of faith, and comprehends them in his own manner, and then wills them and does them, he then acquires conscience. Reception in the heart is reception in the will, for the will of man is what is called the heart. Hence it is that they who have conscience speak from the heart the things which they speak, and do from the heart the things which they do. They have also an undivided mind, for they act according to that which they understand and believe to be true and good.

NJHD 132. A more perfect conscience can be given with those who are enlightened in the truths of faith more than others, and who are in a clear perception above others, than with those who are less enlightened, and are in obscure perception.

NJHD 133. In a true conscience is man’s spiritual life itself, for there his faith is conjoined to charity. On this account to act from conscience is to them to act from their spiritual life; and to act against conscience is to them to act contrary to that life of theirs. Hence it is that they are in the tranquility of peace, and in internal happiness, when they act according to conscience, and in intranquility and pain when they act against it. This pain is what is called remorse of conscience.

NJHD 134. Man has a conscience of what is good, and a conscience of what is just. The conscience of what is good is the conscience of the internal man, and the conscience of what is just is the conscience of the external man. The conscience of what is good consists in acting according to the precepts of faith from internal affection. But the conscience of what is just consists in acting according to civil and moral laws from external affection. They who have the conscience of what is good also have the conscience of what is just. But they who have only the conscience of what is just are in a faculty of receiving the conscience of what is good; and they also do receive it when they are instructed.

Questions

1. How do we do we live a moral life from a spiritual origin, and how is this illustrated in the story of Daniel’s companions here?  In other words, how can we develop a conscience?

2. NJHD 133 speaks of the tranquility of peace with those who act from conscience.  How did Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego show this kind of tranquility?

3. Does worrying about what might happen to us or a loved one show a lack of this type of tranquility of peace?

4. Notice in NJHD 134 that the conscience of what is good acts according to the precepts of faith, while the conscience of what is just acts according to civil and moral laws.  But in the case of the Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego they had to choose between these laws.  Can we think of situations when we may have to make a similar choice?

5. It was not what they did that went against the civil law; it is what they were not willing to do.  How might this relate to what a spiritual man must do in certain situations?

6. Exodus 23:2 says that we should not follow after many to do evils.  How does the number of those going along with something wrong make it difficult to resist doing it ourselves?  What are some of the problems we have to face in resisting?

Day 4: Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego cast into the fiery furnace

	13-21
	They were therefore excommunicated and condemned to hell by “Babylon,” together with all things of the Lord’s church.


AE 121. [Revelation 2] Verse 10. Fear not the things which thou art to suffer, signifies that they should not grieve because such men persecute them. This is evident from the signification of “fear not,” as being, in reference to those about to suffer persecutions, that they should not grieve in mind, for fear with these [people] is also grief; and from the signification of “the things which thou art to suffer,” namely, from those who are in the doctrine of all falsities, as being that such are about to persecute. 
    The persecution of those who are in the spiritual affection of truth, by those who are in falsities, is now treated of. This can best be seen from those who are of this character in the world of spirits…. Those who are conjoined with the hells, as soon as they perceive anyone to be in the spiritual affection of truth begin to burn with hatred and strive to destroy him; they cannot endure the sight of him. Very many of them, if they only perceive for a moment the delight of the spiritual affection of truth, which is the delight itself of heaven, become as if insane, and nothing is then more delightful to them than to destroy that delight. 
    From this it is evident that all the hells are opposed to the spiritual affection of truth, and that all the heavens are in it. It would be similar among men on the earths if they were in the perception in which spirits are; but as they are not in such perception, and therefore do not know who are in spiritual affection, they remain quiet and act in a friendly manner towards each other, in accordance with the delights of the world. But this disposition displays itself in the churches among those who are zealous in religious matters. It also becomes evident with those who are in that spiritual affection, in this way, that falsities break in upon their thoughts, endeavoring to extinguish their longing and the delight from them. These falsities that break in upon their thoughts are from hell, for everything that a man thinks is either from hell or from heaven. 
AC 2077:2  Love such as the Lord had transcends all human understanding, and is in the highest degree incredible to those who do not know what the heavenly love is in which the angels are. To save a soul from hell, the angels would regard death as nothing; indeed, if it were possible they would undergo hell for that soul. Hence it is the inmost of their joy to transfer into heaven one who is rising from the dead. But they confess that this love is not one bit from themselves, but that all things of it both in general and in particular are from the Lord alone. In fact, they manifest irritation if anyone thinks otherwise.

AR 556. And they did not love their soul unto death, signifies who did not love themselves more than the Lord. By “loving their soul” is signified to love themselves and the world, for by the soul is signified man’s own [proprial] life, which everyone has by birth, which is to love himself and the world above all things. Therefore by “not loving his soul” is signified not to love himself and the world more than the Lord and the things which are the Lord’s. “Unto death” means to be willing to die rather. Consequently it is to love the Lord above all things, and the neighbor as oneself (Matt. 22:35-39), and to be willing to die rather than recede from those two loves. The same is signified by these words of the Lord:

    Whoever wills to find his soul shall lose it, and whoever shall lose his soul for the sake of Jesus, shall find it (Matt. 10:39…) 

    He who loves his soul shall lose it; but he who hates his soul in this world shall keep it unto life eternal (John 12:25).

    Jesus said, If anyone wills to come after Me, let him deny himself; for whoever wills to save his soul shall lose it; but whoever will lose his soul for My sake shall find it. What is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, but cause the loss of his soul? Or what shall a man give as a sufficient price of redemption for his soul? (Matt. 16:24, 26; Mark 8:35-37…)

By “loving the Lord” is meant to love to do His commandments (John 14:20-24). The reason is, because He Himself is His own commandments, for they are from Him, consequently He is in them, thus in the man in whose life they are inscribed; and they are inscribed in man by willing and doing them.
Questions

1. What use is served in being persecuted for being steadfast in what the Word teaches?

2. How outspoken should we be? And how does this relate to what is said about “those who are zealous in religious matters”?  Does this refer to those who have a spiritual affection of truth, or those persecuting those who have a spiritual affection of truth?

3. How does Daniel’s companions’ willingness to die in the fiery furnace resemble the love which angels have for the salvation of others?

4. Should we shun what is evil so that we can be better people? Should we shun what is evil so that we can get to heaven? Or is there an even higher motive for shunning evils?

5. In AR 556 it speaks of those who overcame the dragon as “not loving their souls unto death.”  What does this mean, and how can we achieve such a selfless state in our lives?

6. How do the words of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego show both genuine faith in the Lord’s ability to save them, and yet at the same time show a love for the Lord and His commandments without imposing conditions?

Day 5: The king sees four men unharmed in the furnace.

	22-25
	But still no harm came to them, and it was clearly seen that they were protected by the Lord.


Scriptural Confirmations 37, about the coming of the Lord:
The fourth, seen in the furnace of fire, is said to be like the Son of man. It is not said “man,” because the Son of man signifies the Lord as to the Word; and this is also called an angel, whom God sent (Dan. 3:25, 28). The "Son of man," when said of another, and a "prophet," signify Him as to the truth of the church from the Word.

AC 3900:4. After they have been confirmed they remain steadfast, being kept by the Lord in the company of angels, without knowing it; and it is then impossible for them to be led astray by that wicked crew.

AC 3340. To this [heavenly] light there is an opposite darkness, and to this [heavenly] heat there is an opposite cold; in these live the infernals. Their darkness is from the falsities in which they are, and their cold is from the evils. And the more remote they are from truths, the greater is their darkness; and the more remote they are from good, the greater is their cold. 
    When it is permitted to look into the hells where such infernals are, there appears a dark cloud in which they have their abode; and when any exhalation flows out from there, insanities that exhale from falsities are perceived, and hatreds that exhale from evils. A light is indeed sometimes granted them, but it is a deceptive one, and it is extinguished with them and becomes darkness, the moment they look at the light of truth. Heat also is sometimes granted them, but it is like that of an unclean bath; and this is changed into cold with them as soon as they observe anything of good. 
    A certain person was let into that dark cloud where the infernals are, in order that he might know how the case is with those who are there. He being protected by the Lord by means of angels. Speaking from there with me he said that there was so great a rage of insanity against good and truth there, and especially against the Lord, that he was amazed that it could possibly be resisted. For the infernals breathed nothing but hatred, revenge, and slaughter, with such violence that they desired to destroy all in the universe, so that unless this rage was continually repelled by the Lord, the whole human race would perish.

AC 741 Temptations are nothing else than combats of evil spirits with the angels who are with a man. Evil spirits call up all the wrong things that a man has either done or even thought since his infancy, thus both his evils and his falsities, and condemn him, and there is nothing that gives them greater delight than to do this, for the very delight of their life consists in [condemning]. But through angels the Lord guards the man, and restrains the evil spirits and genii from ranging beyond bounds and inundating the man beyond what he is able to bear.

[2] As regards temptations, they take place when the man is in the act of regeneration, for no one can be regenerated unless he undergoes temptations. And they then arise from evil spirits who are around him. For the man is then let into the state of evil in which he is, that is, in which is that very [life] which is his own. And when he comes into this state, evil or infernal spirits encompass him, and when they perceive that he is inwardly protected by angels, the evil spirits excite the falsities which he has thought, and the evils which he has done, but the angels defend him from within. 
    It is this combat which is perceived in the man as temptation, but so obscurely that he scarcely knows otherwise than that it is merely an anxiety. For man—especially if he believes nothing about influx—is in a state that is wholly obscure, and he perceives scarcely a thousandth part of the things about which the evil spirits and angels are contending. And yet the battle is then being fought for the man and his eternal salvation, and it is fought from the man himself, for they fight from those things which are in man, and concerning them.

Questions

1. Who was the fourth one in the fiery furnace?  The Hebrew has “Son of God,” or perhaps “Son of the gods,” while Scriptural Confirmations has Son of Man.  What is the reason for why the Heavenly Doctrine speaks of the Son of Man here?

2. How does the description of infernal cold and darkness help prepare us for states of cold and darkness in our lives?  What is the most important truth here to remember?

3. Is there any way for us to avoid these states of darkness and cold, these states of temptation?  Was there any way for Daniel’s companions to avoid the fiery furnace?

4. What must we have if we are to be protected when we enter into temptation, and how does this relate to the first question here?  What did Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego do in the first chapter of Daniel that prepared them for this time in their lives?

5. Why is it that most people in the world cannot enter into spiritual temptations?  

6. Why have we specifically been given the truths of the Heavenly Doctrine?

Day 6: Nebuchadnezzar blesses God

	26-30, 4:1-3
	“Babylon” was compelled by this to acknowledge and worship the Lord.


LJ 59. Why they were tolerated there until the day of the Last Judgment. The reason was, because it is from Divine order that all who can be preserved shall be preserved, even until they can no longer be among the good. Therefore all those are preserved who can emulate spiritual life in externals, and present it in a moral life as if spiritual life were in it, whatever they may be as to faith and love in internals. So also those are preserved who are in external holiness, though not in internal. Such were many of that nation, for they could speak piously with the common people, and adore the Lord in a holy manner to implant religion in their minds, and lead them to think of heaven and hell, and could hold them in doing goods by preaching works. Thus they were able to lead many to a life of good and therefore into the way to heaven. On this account also, many of that religion were saved, although few of their leaders. For these are such as the Lord means by:

     False prophets, who come in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravening wolves (Matt. 7:15).

By “prophets” in the internal sense of the Word are meant those who teach truth, and by it lead to good; and by “false prophets,” those who teach falsity and seduce by it. They are also like the scribes and Pharisees, who are described by the Lord in these words…. “within you are full of hypocrisy and iniquity” (Matt. 23:1-34).

     Another reason moreover why they were tolerated was because every man after death retains his religious principles that he has acquired in the world. Therefore he is introduced into them when first he comes into the other life. Now with this nation, the religious principle was implanted by those who gave an oral preference to sanctity, and feigned holy gestures, and moreover, impressed the people with a belief that they could be saved through them. Hence also they were removed, but were preserved among their own. But the principal reason was, that all are preserved from one judgment to another, who live a life similar to a spiritual life in externals, and emulate as it were a pious and holy internal, by whom the simple may receive instruction and guidance. For the simple in faith and heart look no farther than to see what is external and apparent before the eyes. Hence all such were tolerated from the commencement of the Christian church, until the day of the judgment.…

     These things are said that it may be known, why so many of the Papal religion were tolerated and preserved until the day of the Last Judgment….
AE 1029:8. That the church that has become Babylon will then be destroyed, and a New Church will be established that will worship the Lord, is meant by… Daniel 7:13-14, 27….
“The Son of man” means the Lord as to the Divine Human and as to the Word. That a church is to be established by Him that will worship Him is meant by the words, “there was given Him dominion and glory and a kingdom, and His dominion is the dominion of an age, which shall not pass away;” and the church that is to be established by Him is meant by “the kingdom given to the people of the saints.” This would come to pass when the church had become Babylon, that is, so devastated that there is no longer any good or truth remaining in it, because then is its end, that is, there is then no longer a church. This end is meant by the end of Babylon. Not that the idolatrous worship of such in the world will be destroyed and themselves with it, for this will remain, but not as the worship of any church, but as the worship of paganism. Consequently such after death will come among pagans, and be no longer among Christians. But from those who have adored the Lord, and not the Pope or saints or graven images, a New Church will be gathered up by the Lord.

[9] The Babylonish idolatry is described in Daniel:

     By the high statue which king Nebuchadnezzar set up and which he decreed all should fall down to and adore; and those who did not should be cast into the midst of a burning fiery furnace (Dan. 3:1-7).
Questions

1. In the literal sense this chapter seems to conclude with a happy ending.  (We should include the first three verses of the next chapter, as in the Hebrew and according to the explanation in Prophets and Psalms this is actually the conclusion of chapter three.) But what does Prophets and Psalms reveal about what really happened here?  Even in the literal sense we can see that all was not well with Nebuchadnezzar in the following chapter.

2. According to the work on The Last Judgment, why were those who were in the love of dominating by the holy things of the church permitted to continue in power until the final judgment?

3. How does this relate to our lives in the post-modern world, meaning the Christian world which is fast becoming less and less religious?

4. How does this relate to the life of our conscience and the continued presence of the love of self and the desire for control that resides within us?  Why can’t this simply be removed right away?

5. What does this tell us about the use of external worship and the life of religion even when our motives are not always the best?

6. What does AE 1029:8 tell us about the continued presence both in our lives and the world around us, even after the last judgment and when we have as it were turned the corner in our struggles against evil?

7. How can this chapter in Daniel help us in our spiritual struggles within ourselves and with things in the world around us?
